
 

17th March 2020 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

Coronavirus Response Update 

 
Having written to you all on Friday 13th March with updated advice, I now write again to let you 

know how that has changed in the light of the Prime Minister’s announcements yesterday evening.  

For full and complete advice from the government please refer to their website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response  

The key elements of this are: 

• if you live alone and you have symptoms of coronavirus illness (COVID-19), however mild, 
stay at home for 7 days from when your symptoms started. 

• if you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of coronavirus, then all 
household members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day 
period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. 

• for anyone in the household who starts displaying symptoms, they need to stay at home for 7 
days from when the symptoms appeared, regardless of what day they are on in the original 
14 day isolation period – i.e you may need to self-isolate beyond the 14 days if your 
symptoms only start in days 8 to 14 of the original period of self-isolation. 

• if you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying 
health conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the 
home isolation period. 

• if you cannot move vulnerable people out of your home, stay away from them as much as 
possible. 

• if you have coronavirus symptoms: 

o do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital 
o you do not need to contact 111 to tell them you’re staying at home 

o testing for coronavirus is not needed if you’re staying at home 

• plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can successfully stay at home and 
consider what can be done for vulnerable people in the household 

• wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water, or use hand 
sanitiser 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response


• if you feel you cannot cope with your symptoms at home, or your condition gets worse, or 
your symptoms do not get better after 7 days, then use the NHS 111 online coronavirus 
service. If you do not have internet access, call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999 
 

In addition to the above general advice that applies for all people, the government has issued extra 

advice specifically for those who are most vulnerable or at greatest risk. Again, the full advice can be 

found via the link above to the government website but the key points are contained here: 

We are advising those who are at increased risk of severe illness from coronavirus (COVID-19) to 
be particularly stringent in following social distancing measures. 

This group includes those who are: 

• aged 70 or older (regardless of medical conditions) 

• under 70 with an underlying health condition listed below (ie anyone instructed to get a flu jab as 
an adult each year on medical grounds): 

• chronic (long-term) respiratory diseases, such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD), emphysema or bronchitis 

• chronic heart disease, such as heart failure 
• chronic kidney disease 
• chronic liver disease, such as hepatitis 
• chronic neurological conditions, such as Parkinson’s disease, motor neurone disease, multiple 

sclerosis (MS), a learning disability or cerebral palsy 
• diabetes 
• problems with your spleen – for example, sickle cell disease or if you have had your spleen 

removed 
• a weakened immune system as the result of conditions such as HIV and AIDS, or medicines 

such as steroid tablets or chemotherapy 
• being seriously overweight (a body mass index (BMI) of 40 or above) 

• those who are pregnant 

Note: there are some clinical conditions which put people at even higher risk of severe illness from 
COVID-19. If you are in this category, next week the NHS in England will directly contact you with 
advice the more stringent measures you should take in order to keep yourself and others safe. For 
now, you should rigorously follow the social distancing advice in full, outlined below. 

People falling into this group are those who may be at particular risk due to complex health problems 
such as: 

• people who have received an organ transplant and remain on ongoing immunosuppression 
medication 

• people with cancer who are undergoing active chemotherapy or radiotherapy 

• people with cancers of the blood or bone marrow such as leukaemia who are at any stage of 
treatment 

• people with severe chest conditions such as cystic fibrosis or severe asthma (requiring hospital 
admissions or courses of steroid tablets) 

• people with severe diseases of body systems, such as severe kidney disease (dialysis) 

 

https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/asthma/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/bronchitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/heart-failure/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/kidney-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hepatitis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/parkinsons-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/motor-neurone-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/multiple-sclerosis/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/diabetes/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/sickle-cell-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hiv-and-aids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/steroids/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chemotherapy/


What is social distancing? 

Social distancing measures are steps you can take to reduce the social interaction between people. 
This will help reduce the transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

They are: 

1. Avoid contact with someone who is displaying symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19). These 
symptoms include high temperature and/or new and continuous cough 

2. Avoid non-essential use of public transport, varying your travel times to avoid rush hour, when 
possible 

3. Work from home, where possible. Your employer should support you to do this. Please refer 
to employer guidance for more information 

4. Avoid large gatherings, and gatherings in smaller public spaces such as pubs, cinemas, 
restaurants, theatres, bars, clubs 

5. Avoid gatherings with friends and family. Keep in touch using remote technology such as phone, 
internet, and social media 

6. Use telephone or online services to contact your GP or other essential services 

Everyone should be trying to follow these measures as much as is pragmatic. 

For those who are over 70, have an underlying health condition or are pregnant, we strongly advise 
you to follow the above measures as much as you can, and to significantly limit your face-to-face 
interaction with friends and family if possible. 

This advice is likely to be in place for some weeks. 

The school’s response to this new advice is that any student or member of staff who falls into one of 

these higher risk categories is advised to stay off school with effect from Monday 23rd March. If you 

wish to make that decision from tomorrow the school completely understands. Any absence related 

to this Coronavirus outbreak will be coded differently and handled in a different way by the local 

authority. 

An additional room has been identified in school as a medical base for any student who reports 

symptoms of a high temperature or a new persistent cough whilst at school. If a student develops 

this during the day we will call you and I would ask that you make arrangement to come in and 

collect your child as soon as possible from the East Wing. 

The Year 10 Parents’ Evening scheduled for Wednesday 25th March has been cancelled. I am asking 

teaching staff to produce a brief comment (no more than two sentences) to be sent home to you 

with the new assessment round data. In most cases students are on track and doing well. If you have 

a specific concern or query about one of the subjects please contact the teacher directly, via email, 

for additional information. If it is a general concern across the board please contact Mrs Johnson, 

Head of Upper School, via dmj@maltonschool.org  

With regret, we have made the decision to postpone the school production of Chicago. We have 

provisionally put this back to the week commencing Monday 6th July. You will appreciate that we are 

in a rapidly changing situation and it may be that the production can’t even run at that point, but I 

am conscious that the students and staff have put literally months of hard work into it and I want to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19
mailto:dmj@maltonschool.org


extend an olive branch with the possibility of delivering it if we possibly can. Mr Lee is gathering the 

cast together at lunchtime today to break the news to them. The rehearsal planned for after school 

tonight is therefore cancelled. 

Many other upcoming events and trips are also cancelled. This will now include all remaining 

sporting fixtures and the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions in May. The school photographs booked for 

tomorrow have been cancelled. We have a number of upcoming exam related activities and practical 

exams that, at the moment, are still planned to go ahead. These include GCSE PE moderation and Art 

and Photography practical exams. The situation for these may change in the coming days and I will 

inform you if that is the case. The school is still waiting for guidance from the government on the 

forthcoming exam season and how this will be handled for our GCSE and A Level students. I realise 

that this will be a major concern for your son/daughter and yourselves. We will make you aware of 

updates as soon as we receive them. 

Assemblies will continue until the end of this week for the delivery of essential messages but will 

then be suspended from Monday 23rd March. The upcoming book fair at lunchtime in the Library will 

continue – I think we should encourage all the students to pick up a couple of new books if they can 

at the present time! 

The sports centre will have all of its activities, including the letting of school facilities, suspended. 

The last day of operation for sports centre bookings or school lettings will be Friday 20th March. If 

this impacts on any bookings you have or activities you participate in, please contact Mr Jay Rowley, 

via jayrowley@maltonsport.org , for further information. This will include the use of the Scout Room 

at the East Wing for scouting and guiding activities. NHS activities at the Sports Centre, such as the 

regular breast screening, will continue if the decision to do so is made by the NHS. 

From tomorrow, we will be implementing a number of subject specific additional measures. These 

include: no more contact sport in PE or in PDA; no more practicals in Food Technology (due to the 

difficulty in being able to purchase the ingredients); the suspension of practicals in Science and DT 

that require the use of goggles (students in Year 11 and Year 13 in these subjects have mostly 

completed all required practicals, where any remain they will be issued with a cleaned, personal 

pair); rooms where shared equipment is used (Computing rooms, Music and Art) will have packs of 

wet wipes allowing for the equipment to be cleaned between lessons. 

School transport may be affected if the drivers themselves are unwell or forced to self-isolate and if 

replacement drivers can not be found. We will endeavour to keep our school routes open but it may 

be that one or more routes will have to be temporarily suspended if there is no way of keeping the 

service running. I will provide updates on this situation if it occurs. 

At the present time the government still wants all schools to remain open, unless any school is 

specifically told to close. It may be that over time we struggle to maintain sufficient staffing to keep 

the whole school in operation and partial closures would then take place on certain days. We will try 

to avoid this but it may become necessary. In these circumstances we will endeavour to notify you 

the day before. We would initially look to prioritise the exam year groups (Yr11 and 13), the lower 

groups (Yr7 and Yr8), and the children of parents who work in essential services (the NHS, Police, 

Fire, Armed Forces, Education, Government or Emergency Planning). If you work in one of these 

essential services please can you email Miss Davison via lcd@maltonschool.org straight away to 

confirm that this is the case, so that we can compile a list of all students who we would need to cater 

for. 

mailto:jayrowley@maltonsport.org
mailto:lcd@maltonschool.org


In the event of a full school closure, the school intends to keep delivering education remotely using 

our iPad for Learning scheme. This scheme gives us a distinct advantage in being able to maintain a 

good standard of work during a period of closure. I have attached an instruction sheet that contains 

full details for your information, but in essence the idea is that your son/daughter would follow their 

normal lessons at home at the normal times, they will complete classwork and homework, submit it 

back to their teachers using the Showbie app, and staff will provide feedback and further instruction 

as necessary. To assist with this plan, please let us know as soon as possible if your child does not 

have access to the internet at home. Please notify Miss Davison via lcd@maltonschool.org . 

Also, in the event of a full school closure, we will be establishing a pastoral helpline that will be 

available for all students. Students will be able to access this via email at pastoral@maltonschool.org 

or via the numbers below: 

 

Miss Davison, Head of Lower School (Years 7 to 9) – 01653 605345 

Mrs Johnson, Head of Upper School (Years 10 & 11) – 01653 605301 

Mrs Cooper, Director of Sixth Form (Years 12 & 13) – 01653 605322 

Or via a general school contact line on 07952 355036 

If necessary, students should contact their relevant pastoral leader. This should only be between 

8am and 5pm Monday to Friday during term-time. 

Some students have not enabled their school email address on their own ipads. They must do this 

today or tomorrow and they need to get into the habit of checking their school email address at 

least twice a day (morning and afternoon) for essential messages that staff may be sending to them. 

The school is considering what it can do to continue to provide free school meals to eligible students 

in the event of a forced school closure. This could be in the form of a sandwich pack/food parcel for 

those who could get themselves into school to collect it, or in the form of a voucher for those who 

are unable to get into school. If you are eligible for Free School Meals it would be helpful if you could 

indicate which of these methods would be best for you if we can sort out the arrangements. Please 

let Miss Davison know via email at lcd@maltonschool.org . 

Further decisions about events later on in the summer term will be taken at a later date as the 

situation continues to unfold. It is clear that this isn’t going to be over quickly. The school is 

determined to play its part to support our local community in the best way we possibly can. I 

continue to appreciate your understanding of the difficult situation we are facing and ask for your 

ongoing support as we work through this together. 

With best wishes. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Rob Williams 

Headteacher 

mailto:lcd@maltonschool.org
mailto:pastoral@maltonschool.org
mailto:lcd@maltonschool.org

