
 

26th April 2020 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Coronavirus Response Update 

I can safely say that it has been one of the strangest starts to the summer term in living memory. 

One week in, still in lockdown, and lessons being delivered by our remote learning scheme. On a 

personal note, yesterday would have been the opening league fixture of the cricket season and early 

on Tuesday morning I would have been taking 70 Year 10 students out to the First World War 

battlefields of France and Belgium. The current situation is impacting on all of us in different ways. 

Yet the best way through is to remain positive about all that we can do, rather than dwelling on 

what we have missed.  

There are no major new updates to report. The key messages for now remain as follows: 

• The vast majority of students are learning at home via their iPads. They need to keep logging 

on and registering for each lesson, watching or going through the input from their teachers 

and responding to the tasks set, making sure they have completed them by 7.00pm each 

day. Your support and encouragement in helping your child to stick to this routine is greatly 

appreciated. 

• Parents are receiving a daily email report to inform you of praise for good or excellent work 

done in each subject or of any incomplete learning. I hope you are finding these helpful. 

Please do keep sending in feedback on the system as we move forward to see if we can 

continue to improve it. 

• A tiny number of students (vulnerable or children of key workers who can’t be safely looked 

after at home) are attending school with a rota of staff to supervise them. If your 

circumstances change, either way, please contact our pastoral administrator Mrs Sara 

Swindells via email – sas@maltonschool.org  

• The staff team have begun the process of working on centre assessed grades for Year 11 and 

Year 13 students. I want to reassure you all that these grade recommendations will NOT be 

based simply on the mock exams. They will take into account all of the work done by the 

students over the 2 years and the professional judgement of the staff team. The grades will 

then be moderated nationally by the exam boards and the results will be issued on the 

published dates: 13th August for A levels and 20th August for GCSEs. Please note that we are 

specifically not allowed to enter into discussion with parents and students about the grades 

to be put forward. 
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• Transition learning for Year 11 students: the school normally runs a sixth form transition day 

for Year 11 students at the end of June. Each subject puts forward materials and activities 

for the students to best prepare themselves for the step up to A Level learning in 

September. The staff team are currently working on getting extended versions of these 

packs completed and out to students via Showbie. The idea being that those students who 

are looking to join our Malton Sixth Form in September will be able to start preparing 

effectively for their A Level studies during this term, rather than having to do it in the 

summer holidays as has been the case in previous years. We are determined to look after 

our students as best we can and we hope that this package will be helpful. We are aiming to 

launch it early in May. If you have not applied yet for a place at Malton Sixth Form, and have 

perhaps changed your mind about staying on, it is easy to apply on line via the sixth form 

section of the school website. 

• Mrs Cooper – njc@maltonschool.org - and the Sixth Form team remain on hand and ready to 

support all Year 13 students as they prepare for their next career steps. If you are facing 

uncertainty about your next step please do not hesitate to contact the team to see if they 

can help you. Remember my previous recommendation to keep yourselves mentally alert at 

this time, perhaps through completion of one or more MOOCS (on-line learning courses that 

cover a vast range of practical and academic subjects and many of which are free). 

• Here is a reminder of the contact details for pastoral staff: 

Pastoral helpline - available for all students and parents – via email - 

pastoral@maltonschool.org or via the numbers below: 

Miss Davison, Head of Lower School (Years 7 to 9) – 01653 605345 

Mrs Johnson, Head of Upper School (Years 10 & 11) – 01653 605301 

Mrs Cooper, Director of Sixth Form (Years 12 & 13) – 01653 605322 

Or via a general school contact line on 07952 355036 

If necessary, students should contact their relevant pastoral leader. This should only be 

between 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday during term-time. 

 

Week 2: Inspire Challenge Winners – Best Recipe 

I want to thank all the students who submitted entries for the second of our weekly inspire 

challenges. Once again we had a fantastic range of high quality entries, meeting the criteria of 

producing a recipe that any student could follow to deliver a meal or a dessert for their families at 

this time of lockdown. Not being renowned for my own culinary skills I want to thank Mrs Johnson 

and Mrs Mills for assisting me with the judging of this challenge. All of us were impressed by the 

entries submitted and it was hard to choose the winners.  

The winning entries will be available for you all to see on the Navy Blazer blog via the school website 

or directly at www.thenavyblazer.maltonschool.org . 

The Gold Certificate, and £30 voucher, is awarded to Year 8 student Harry Culkin for his Yorkshire 

Pudding pizza. We felt this was fun and different and provided clear ingredients and recipe. We liked 

the photos of the process and felt it was very relevant with a well-deserved nod to the NHS. 

The Silver Certificate, and £15 voucher, is going to Year 10 student Grace Vasey whose Chocolate 

Traybake looked delicious! The ingredients and method was easy for anyone to follow.  
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The Bronze Certificate, and £5 voucher, will go to Year 8 student Azara Chittock for her gorgeous 

flapjacks. We loved the presentation of this recipe through a powerpoint with very easy to follow 

labelled steps and pictures.  

Very well done to Harry, Grace and Azara but also to all of you who entered. 

The winners of the 3rd challenge, the best original composition using GarageBand, will be announced 

in my next letter. 

The closing date for the 4th challenge, to share your idea for the best way of celebrating VE Day in 

lockdown, is 9am tomorrow.  

If you haven’t entered in these first three weeks, then have a look at the upcoming challenges and 

pick some out that you want to go for: 

Submission 
Date 

Title Task 

27/04 Best VE Day 
Commemoration 

Idea 

The best suggestion for a practical and meaningful way to 
commemorate VE day (8th May) in your own home - based on the 

assumption that we are still in lockdown 
 

04/05 Best Book Review The best review of a book read since the school closure began 
(you should all be reading a book each week!). 

 

11/05 Best “Found” Poem The best poem reflecting the current situation using lines that 
you have “found” from news items or from other poems. 

 

18/05 Best Artistic 
Response 

The best piece of original art (any genre/style) that captures an 
aspect of the current moment or times that we are living 

through. 

 

Remember, submissions have to be made electronically, via email to myself – rjw@maltonschool.org 

- by 9.00am on the date shown. If your work is on paper please just take a photograph of it and 

submit it as an attachment to your email (not in the main body of the email). And good luck! 

If you want inspiration for the Best Poem challenge in Week 6, I have heard two poems recently that 

I thought spoke powerfully, albeit in very different ways, about the current situation. The first was 

“This is the time to be slow”, from Benedictus, a Book of Blessings, by John O’Donohue, read by 

Fergal Keane on BBC Radio 4: 

 

This is the time to be slow, 

Lie low to the wall 

Until the bitter weather passes. 

Try, as best you can, 

Not to let the wire brush of doubt 

Scrape from your heart 
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All sense of yourself 

And your hesitant light. 

If you remain generous, 

Time will come good; 

And you will find your feet again, 

On fresh pastures of promise, 

Where the air will be kind 

And blushed with beginning. 

 

The second, which I won’t list here in full, was “When just the tide went out” by Max Boyce, read by 

himself on BBC Radio Wales and dedicated to the staff working in the NHS, containing the lines: 

But times like this can shine a light 

As hardship often can 

To see the best in people 

And the good there is in man 

And I remember Swansea 

With nobody about 

When the shops were closed like Sunday 

And just the tide went out. 

 

Remaining positive about all that we can do is important. I am sure when we look back on these 

times we will appreciate that we have learnt much, individually and collectively, and developed new 

skills, interests and ways of doing things. Focusing our children on preparing for their futures in this 

way will help them greatly to deal with this unprecedented experience. 

It was nice to see the work the school has done in setting up our remote learning programme getting 

recognised in the local press, on Minster FM and by our local MP, Kevin Hollinrake. I would like to 

thank all of you who have taken the time to send in messages of support to the staff team, and I 

want to extend our best wishes out to all of you and your families. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Rob Williams 

Headteacher 


