
 

3rd May 2020 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

Coronavirus Response Update 

As we move into May we wait to hear the first details from the government this week as to their 

plans for a gradual release from lockdown. None of us know how long it will be before this process 

can start or how staged it will be. In school we have been doing some anticipatory planning, looking 

at how we might be able to start to bring some students back in. It is not easy to see how this can be 

done safely if the current advice about social distancing remains in force. We would potentially be 

looking at a maximum of 9 or 10 in a typical classroom, so classes being split into thirds not halves. 

Then we would have to consider provision on transport to and from school, movement at break and 

lunchtimes, canteen provision and access to toilet facilities. Importantly, as we have worked so hard 

to put in place such a relatively good remote learning system we would want to be careful that by 

bringing a small number of students back into the building we don’t destroy the good system we 

have for everybody else. Clearly, the next phase will be a challenge for all of us. For now, I just want 

you to be aware that we are giving careful consideration to how we might best deliver it. No 

decisions have been made and it will depend very much on what the government advises or even 

instructs us to do. 

One of the highlights of the week has been the chance to judge the third of our weekly inspire 

challenges, with more than 10 students submitting an original musical composition of their own 

using GarageBand. This was a difficult challenge but it has been uplifting to see how this wonderful 

app on the student iPads can enable a broader range of students to be able to create music of their 

own. If your son or daughter hasn’t had a go with this yet then I would strongly encourage them to 

do so. Once you get over the fear that you are going to do something wrong or mess it up, you can 

enjoy just playing with it and being creative. It could even be a fun challenge within the family home 

to see who can come up with the best musical intro! If your child would like to develop this further 

once we return to school please remember that we do now run the series of “Everyone Can Create” 

classes within our Personal Development Activities on a Thursday afternoon and one of these is 

focused on the creation of music. 

 

 

 

 



Week 3: Inspire Challenge Winners – Best Original Composition 

I want to thank all the students who submitted entries for this third challenge. I am not a musician 

myself so the judging process this week has hardly been a professional one. However, I have 

considered every piece as someone who really enjoys and appreciates a diverse range of music. I 

was struck by the creative excellence of many of the pieces. Often there was an impressive opening 

or a section that particularly caught my attention. I would encourage everyone who entered to keep 

on going with this and try to extend or further develop your musical creativity. 

The three winners this week represent three very different styles: an anthem for the current 

situation; a catchy dance track; and a lively jazz/blues piece. 

The Gold Certificate, and £30 voucher, is awarded to Year 7 student Jonathan Stockill for his anthem 

for the moment, “We’re all in this together”. Jonathan has written the lyrics and sung them himself. 

It is a really poignant piece and, whilst in a raw state, it is frankly something that could go viral! 

The Silver Certificate, and £15 voucher, is going to another first year student Thomas Roger. Thomas 

has composed an excellent dance track. It is very catchy and builds well. Just what we all need at the 

moment! 

The Bronze Certificate, and £5 voucher, will go to Year 10 student Matthew Guest who has 

composed and performed an impressive jazz/blues piano solo, showcasing his talent on the 

keyboard. 

The winning entries will be available for you all to listen to on the Navy Blazer blog via the school 

website or directly at www.thenavyblazer.maltonschool.org . Please tune in and like them! 

Very well done to Jonathan, Thomas and Matthew but also to all of you who entered. 

The winners of the 4th challenge, to share your idea for the best way of celebrating VE Day in 

lockdown, will be announced in my next letter. 

The closing date for the 5th challenge, the best review of a book read since the school closure, is this 

Monday. 

If you haven’t entered in these first four weeks, then have a look at the upcoming challenges and 

pick some out that you want to go for: 

Submission 
Date 

Title Task 

04/05 Best Book Review The best review of a book read since the school closure began 
(you should all be reading a book each week!). 

 

11/05 Best “Found” Poem The best poem reflecting the current situation using lines that 
you have “found” from news items or from other poems. 

 

18/05 Best Artistic 
Response 

The best piece of original art (any genre/style) that captures an 
aspect of the current moment or times that we are living 

through. 

 

Remember, submissions have to be made electronically, via email to myself – rjw@maltonschool.org 

- by 9.00am on the date shown. If your work is on paper please just take a photograph of it and 

submit it as an attachment to your email (not in the main body of the email). And good luck! 

http://www.thenavyblazer.maltonschool.org/
mailto:rjw@maltonschool.org


When we have a clearer picture of the government’s plans for return from lockdown and a sense of 

how much longer we may be in this situation, I will publish details of further challenges, if necessary, 

to take us forward. 

Once again, here is a reminder of the contact details for pastoral staff: 

Pastoral helpline - available for all students and parents – via email - 

pastoral@maltonschool.org or via the numbers below: 

Miss Davison, Head of Lower School (Years 7 to 9) – 01653 605345 

Mrs Johnson, Head of Upper School (Years 10 & 11) – 01653 605301 

Mrs Cooper, Director of Sixth Form (Years 12 & 13) – 01653 605322 

Or via a general school contact line on 07952 355036 

If necessary, students should contact their relevant pastoral leader. This should only be 

between 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday during term-time. 

Please encourage your son or daughter to check in on the wellbeing video posts from Libby Pearson, 

our Learning Mentor. She emails the students on a weekly basis with the link to her latest podcast. 

This is another service designed to help our young people through this difficult time. 

In response to my letter last weekend, we have had several new expressions of interest from 

students wishing to join us in the sixth form next year. Remember it is not too late for students to 

join, or to remain part of, our community. They can simply go to the Sixth Form section of the school 

website and apply on line. 

Thank you for your continued messages of support, the staff team do greatly appreciate them, and 

very best wishes from all of us at school to you and your families. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Rob Williams 

Headteacher 

 

mailto:pastoral@maltonschool.org

