
 
 
 
 

 

 
ENHANCING LEARNING 

OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM IN 
HUMANITIES 



Inspire: Teachers inspire a love of learning that 
leverages technology to empower students and 
reimagine learning. 

 
Back Story 

 
iPad is seamlessly embedded at the heart of learning and teaching within all classrooms at 
Malton School. Our recent focus has been on how we utilise the functionality of iPad for 
learning beyond the classroom whilst taking part in extra curricular activities. We have in 
the past been hesitant of this due to the requirement of wifi for some activities and in 
case devices become damaged. 

Being at the forefront of technology usage in the classroom comes with an added pressure 
or incentive to continue innovation and as teachers of subjects where out of classroom 
learning routinely happens we challenged staff to see how iPad can further enhance their 
curriculum whilst not in the school building but on a school visit instead. 

 
 

 

iPad on the History Battlefields visit 
 

Our annual Battlefields trip to the World War One memorials, war graves and preserved 
battlefields in France and Belgium has always been a memorable experience. 
Traditionally, each student was burdened with cumbersome A4 binders. However, this year, 
under the leadership of our Headteacher and the Humanities department, we embraced 
the use of iPad. Each student was enabled to develop their own digital learning journal, 
reflecting the knowledge and skills acquired from the experience. 

Before departure, we distributed detailed pages of history and research to the students' iPad 
via OneNote Class Notebook. Additionally, applications like the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission app were seamlessly deployed using JAMF School profiles. This technological 
upgrade transformed the way we conducted our trip. 

To ensure the success of this initiative, we took our IT manager and MIFI dongles. The digital 
resources provided remarkable flexibility. As we discovered new stories and details or visited 
new sites, we could instantly update our digital materials. We made it a point to visit the 
graves of family members of students on the trip, and at each site, we shared lists of local 
men from Malton. This allowed students to find and pay their respects to these graves in their 
own unique ways. 

During the trip, we utilised a DJI drone to capture rarely seen perspectives of the sites, 
showcasing the scale of the memorials alongside hand held footage captured on the iPad. 
These images were then edited into a summarised film on the iPad, ensuring that students 
who couldn't attend could still experience the trip in the classroom. 

In previous years, we have also visited the Sir John Monash Centre. The museum’s 
information is accessed via their app, primarily through audio commentary. With the iPad, all 
students can easily access this content, finding the audio commentaries far more engaging. 
Many other sites are developing apps that link to specific locations, and this is an area we 
are excited to explore in the future. 

As part of the trip this year, we also used the iPad to hold a photograph competition. 
Students were able to take photos across all the sites we visited, then Airdropped these 



digitally to staff. This provided an easy way to collate and judge the entries, and helped to 
keep students focused on what they were looking at when visiting the sites. The task itself 
also allowed students to bring in skills they had developed in the Everyone Can Create 
Photography course delivered in our extended day every Thursday. 

Looking ahead, we hope to enhance the Battlefields trip further with more video footage. 
 
 

 

"We could quickly  research live in the field to gain a deeper 

understanding of the war graves we were v isiting. This was 

helpful to answer questions that developed while we were 

there. Taking photographs on iPad allowed us to create v isual 

memories of the trip and enhance our digital learning journal. 

Looking back after the trip the work we have produced 

allows us to reflect on the experience. ” 

Year 10 Student 
 
 
 

Use of the iPads has been revolutionary during the WW1 Battlefields Trip in France and 
Belgium to engage students in the history and enable in-field research 

Watch the full video here 

https://youtu.be/Tyy3NJIa9r0


 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The winning image from the photography competition on the Battlefields trip. 



iPad in A Level Geography Fieldwork 
 

We were already using iPad in data collection activities on the school site and at GCSE as 
showcased in our previous application. Virtual fieldwork conducted through Google Earth 
has also continued having been established during the pandemic, it is now embedded in all 
Key Stages as part of regular lesson activities. 

ARC GIS has been utilised on a Year 10 River Ouse visit to complete Environmental Quality 
Surveys on the different type of hard and soft engineering that students pass on the route. 
As well as removing the need for a physical worksheet the app also provides a GPS location 
so when back in the classroom students can link their data to a particular place during their 
analysis. 

At A Level the students are required to create their own fieldwork title, data collection 
techniques, methodology and risk assessment. Using iPad to conduct virtual fieldwork of an 
unknown location before the visit means the methodology is far more detailed and accurate. 
Students are able to predict potential issues with their chosen locations and amend their 
plans before they go. 

Having apps such as GeogIT enables the students to plan their data collection techniques and 
try new ideas before the actual visit to refine their processes. 

This approach has seen increased productivity and outcomes for students as they are the ones 
making choices about their piece of work, they have a real sense of ownership. The voice and 
choice element in the design of the data collection means the work is individual with students 
having overcome many problems and challenges at the design stage. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
GeogIT APP used for data collection 



iPad at A Level Psychology and Sociology conferences 

In the spring term we provide the opportunity for our Year 13 students studying A Level Psychology 
and Sociology to attend a revision lecture day led by Tutor2U at a Cinema venue in Leeds. Not only 
does it allow the students subject immersion for a day with key speakers and examiners it also 
allows those moving on into higher education the opportunity to experience what attending a 
lecture feels like. At this crucial point in Year 13 it enables students to start thinking about what 
education may be like beyond Sixth Form and how the technology in their hands will just continue 
to be an essential tool. 

Using iPad when attending the revision conference students were able to take best advantage of the 
interactive resources using supplied QR codes. Whilst other students were trying to navigate this on 
their phones, Malton students were proficient with the technology and were swiftly able to 
incorporate the resources into their files for future reference. iPad enabled students to record some 
of the sessions to play back in their own time rather than have to take hand written notes as students 
from other schools were doing. Camera allowed students to capture images displayed on the 
conference screen and annotate directly in Notes. 

With all students able to participate and return to school with quality notes, subsequent lessons were 
enhanced by utilising the resources to consolidate their learning. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"The use of iPads continually  boosts the academic progress of 

our students. In using the latest the technology, we are not only  

preparing them for future careers, IT is now an integral element 

of all jobs, but also giv ing them access to a continually  widening 

pool of information. By  embracing iPad use, we are equipping 

the students for success." 

 
Mrs Tori Blacker - Teacher of Sociology 
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