
Part A: Curriculum Music 

At Key Stage 3 our Music curriculum introduces students to the elements of music 
through listening and appraising to a wide and diverse range of music. Further basic 
music theory skills are also built upon and students have the opportunity to apply this 
knowledge and confidence with performance and composition work. 

Our topics cover a wide range of musical genres, from the early 1600s up to present day 
and all across the world. Being an Apple School, we are able to incorporate the use of 
iPads into Music learning particularly the use of GarageBand and Sibelius for 
composition. This aids collaboration, creativity and challenge for all students which 
allows music to be a universal and accessible subject for all. 

The National Curriculum programme of study is covered across Year 7 and 8, including 
singing/vocal and engagement with a range of instruments and technology. 

The curriculum for Key Stage 3 can be found at: 
https://www.maltonschool.org/curriculum/ks3-overview/2  

As students enter Year 9 they are able to choose Music as part of their ‘mini-options’, of 
which Music is one that is strongly encouraged. Music in year 9 continues to develop 
core skills such as listening, appraisal, composition and performance with links to 
GCSE Music topics to inspire and support potential GCSE students. 

Students are able to make their GCSE options choices in the Spring term of Year 9. 

The Eduqas GCSE Music course provides students with a broad and engaging musical 
curriculum through the three strands: appraising, performing and composing. The 
course aims to develop confident, creative and reflective musicians whilst developing 
students’ knowledge, skills and interests in a wide range of musical styles, genres and 
traditions 

The curriculum for Key Stage 4 can be found at: 
https://www.maltonschool.org/curriculum/ks4-overview/ 

Currently at Key Stage 5 Music continues to thrive, even when there are limited 
numbers. With a specific focus on Baroque Concerto, Classical Opera, Romantic Piano, 
Media and Pop Music, students develop and build upon their vast array of appraising, 
performing and composing skills. This equips students to be able to continue Music at 
higher levels as well as providing life-long musical skills. 

Key Stage 5 Music is also included in the CTEC Performing Arts course in which 
students are able to take a practical and research approach to exploring music further. 
Students are able to collaborate with other Arts to develop core skills which could be 
transferred to many roles in the Arts sector. 

https://www.maltonschool.org/curriculum/ks3-overview/2
https://www.maltonschool.org/curriculum/ks4-overview/


The curriculum for Key Stage 5 can be found at: 
https://www.maltonschool.org/curriculum/ks5-overview/ 

Across all Key Stages we aim to have an inclusive curriculum which allows access for 
disabled students and supports students with special educational needs (SEND) and 
details of our SEND and vulnerable student provision can be found at: 
https://www.maltonschool.org/our-school/new-sen-send/ 

Students receive 1hr 15 minutes of Music per week in Year 7 and 8, if Music is opted for 
as part of students ‘mini-options’ in Year 9 students continue to receive 1hr 15 minutes 
per week. GCSE Music students receive 2hrs 30 minutes of Music lessons per week. 
Currently A-Level student also receive 2hrs 30 minutes per week however, the post-16 
programme is bespoke and can vary depending on the number of students per class. 

Details of our curriculum can be found at: 

https://www.maltonschool.org/curriculum/  

 

Part B: Co-Curricular Music 

Peripatetic music lessons are offered through private tutors and the North Yorkshire 
Music Service in the following instruments: 

• Guitar and bass guitar (private tutor) 

• Voice (private tutor) 

• Piano (private tutor) 

• Woodwind - saxophone, clarinet and flute (private tutor) 

• Drums (private tutor) 

• Brass (North Yorkshire Music Service) 

• Strings (North Yorkshire Music Service) 

Fees are agreed with private tutors and may vary depending on the instrument and 
lesson length. Please visit the following link for further information: 

Malton School Extra-Curricular Activities  

Costs for North Yorkshire Music Service vary depending on the length of lesson chosen. 
Please contact the North Yorkshire Music Service using the link below for further 
information. 

https://northyorkshiremusicservice.co.uk/  

Students eligible for free school meals or who receive the pupil premium can receive a 
50% subsidy towards the cost of music lessons from the school. Students who 
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undertake GCSE or A level Music also receive a contribution towards peripatetic 
lessons from school. 

 

A variety of ensembles are available to students at Malton School including: 

• Malton School Boys Choir 
• Chamber Choir 
• Malton School Choir 
• Brass and Wind Ensemble 
• House Band 
• Student Led Year Group Bands 
• Junior and Senior Guitar Ensemble 
• Show Band 

Personal Development Activities (PDA) within Music include: 

• Everyone Can Create Music (Apple) 

PDA runs from 3.25-4.25pm every Thursday after school where students take part in a 
range of activities. PDA is part of our school day and is therefore fully inclusive and open 
to all students equally. This ensures that all vulnerable students (including PP and 
SEND) can access our co-curricular programme. 

Students can rehearse or practice individually or in groups in our two main music rooms 
or three smaller practice rooms at lunch time or after school 

The Malton Academy of Performing Arts (MAPA) supports students studying towards 
GCSE and A Level Performing Arts subjects to progress to the next step in their career. It 
has allowed us to build partnerships and engage in workshops with local creative 
organisations including: 

• Stephen Joseph Theatre 
• Manchester Camerata 
• Coventry University 
• Waterbear 
• Power DC 
• CAST in Doncaster 

It also provides support from industry professionals who work with staff and students to 
support their vocational training in Performing Arts and to prepare applications for 
Conservatoires or University. Each year we present a MAPA Showcase where individuals 
present solo work to an invited audience in the Studio Theatre. 

All students can join our ensembles and PDA sessions free of charge. 



 

Section C: Musical Experiences 

In the academic year 2025-26 students at Malton School were able to access a wide 
range of musical experiences and similar events are planned for the academic year 
2026-27: 

Students as participants: 

• Great Big Dance Off 
• School Musical Show 
• Touring production around local primary schools 
• Carolling in the local community 
• Winter and Summer concerts 
• York School Choral Festival 
• Amotherby School Fair 

Students as audience: 

• Opera visit 
• Theatre visits (including Musical Theatre) 
• Pantomime visits 
• Year 7 Carol service 
• London Arts Tour Music 

These events range from free/lower cost for local events to higher cost for residential 
activities. Pupil premium students are eligible to participate either at a subsidised rate 
or for free depending on the visit. 

 

In the future 

We are continuing to deliver a diverse and progressive Key Stage 3 curriculum which 
continues to be reviewed throughout the year. 

Our curriculum development ensures students have a well-rounded musical experience 
and can engage with a wide range of appraising, performance and composition skills as 
well as learning about a diverse range of genres of music. 

Our exam board at GCSE is Eduqas, AQA at A level and CTEC Performing Arts is with 
OCR but we regularly review our exam board choices. 

We feel that the 7 areas are currently well provided for, particularly in terms of our co-
curricular offer but we will continue to increase participation, particularly of vulnerable 
5 groups. We are looking at a new tracking system for our co-curricular activities which 



allow us to more effectively analyse participation. Since the start of the 2025 academic 
year, we have seen an increase in the number of students taking up extra or co-
curricular musical activities. We aim to continue to support and inspire students to 
thrive through the valuable peripatetic tutors and spacious classroom environment that 
create an inclusive and enjoyable experience in Music. 


